
COLLOQUIUM REVIEW #5

The ability to work to-
gether is vital to over all 
health for individuals and 
families.  Moreover, the 
ability of diverse provid-
ers to collaborate toward 
the health of their com-
munities will effect long-
term change.
--Third Leadership colloquium 
(US National Oral Health Alliance)
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Recommendation to Action – Developing the Work 
Plan

On November 12, NH Oral Health 2014 held its fifth and final planning 
year colloquia.  The meeting was hosted in Concord at the Holiday Inn 
by the NH Oral Health Coalition.  The purpose of the convening was to 
develop and finalize the recommendations for action based on the lev-
ers identified throughout the colloquia series.  

Following a group exercise based on visualizing the emerging network, 
participants divided into small work teams to discuss the three identified 
levers – reimbursement/funding information and understanding, 
knowledge/information, and referral network development.  Each work 
team defined objectives and actions for inclusion in the NH Oral Health 
2014 Implementation Grant application.  

Our vision of impact evolved to use targeted work teams, focused on 
the three levers, to develop a knowledgeable and strong oral health ser-
vice and referral network that is the substructure for individual and sys-
temic deployment of public health hygienists into underserved areas.  
We will continue to monitor the status of the identified existing infra-
structures for readiness to engage in further deployment.  
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Visualizing the Network

Since August, we have convened stakeholders from over 70 
organizations statewide.  We asked our participants to place 
themselves as a component in the “network hub” to see how 
we have progressed growing our network.  Each participant 
was asked to create a hexagon for every organization that 
they touch regarding oral health and place it adjacent to a 
hub.  

The “hub” choices included:  Legislators, State Policy Mak-
ers and Agencies, Consumer Proxies, Funders, Professional 
Associations, Federal Policy Makers and Agencies, Local 
Service Groups, Direct Service Providers, Educators/School 
nurses. 

The visual illustrated how connected the various organiza-
tions share and how collaboration will be essential to any 
improvement made to oral health access in the state.

Additionally, the exercise helped us identify gaps in our net-
work and directed where to look beyond the final colloquium 
for future collaboration.  Some of these areas include repre-
sentation from hospitals, visiting nursing associations, prima-
ry care providers, dentists and school nurses.

We will continue to reach out to organizations across the 
state to make sure our network is comprehensive enough to 
meet our goals of increased access to preventive oral health 
services delivered by the public health dental hygienists.



As a follow-up to Colloquium #1, Stacy Plourde, RDH, President of the NH Board of Dental Examin-
ers has notified us that the rule-making process for the newly enacted Certified – Public Health Den-
tal Hygienist (C-PHDH) and the Expanded Function Dental Assistant (EFDA) have been completed.  

Information on these two dental team members is available at: www.nh.gov/dental/laws and look into 
the dental rules – Den 302.05.  Further questions can be directed to the Board of Dental Examiners, 
contact information is available at: www.nh.gov/dental.    

Vision of Impact

“In partnership with New Hampshire oral health stakeholders, the New Hampshire Oral Health Coa-
lition will increase the deployment of public health dental hygienists in underserved areas through 
the creation of a substructure that provides the knowledge, information, training and referral net-
work development that will increase access or oral health preventive services in a variety of public 
and private settings. “  NH Oral Health 2014 Implementation Grant

http://www.nh.gov/dental
http://www.nh.gov/dental/laws


CONTACT US:

NH Oral  Health Coalition
4 Park Street, Suite #403
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 415-5550

STAFF
Gail Brown, Director
gbrown@nhoralhealth.org

Jane Goodman, Coordinator
jgoodman@nhoralhealth.org

Meghan Steele, Program Asst.
info@nhoralhealth.org

Visit us on the web at 
www.nhoralhealth.org

NH Oral Health 2014 Stakeholders:
Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital ▪ American Dental Hygiene Associa-
tion ▪ Ammonoosuc Community Health Services ▪ Bi-State Primary Care 
Association ▪ CAP Belknap-Merrimack ▪ Cheshire County Administration 
▪ Cheshire Medical Center ▪ Cheshire Smiles ▪ Children’s Dental Network 
▪ Community Health Access Network (CHAN) ▪ Council for Children and 
Adolescents with Chronic Health Conditions ▪ Coos County Family Health 
Services ▪ Dartmouth Hitchcock ▪ Endowment for Health ▪ Families First 
Health & Support Center ▪ Greater Derry Public Health Network ▪ 
GDOHCC ▪ Greater Nashua Dental Connection ▪ Harbor Care Health 
and Wellness Center ▪ Health First Family ▪HNH Foundation ▪ Lamprey 
Health Care ▪ Manchester Health Department ▪ Mid-State Health Center ▪ 
Milford School District ▪ Monadnock Community Hospital ▪ Monadnock 
Healthy Teeth to Toes (MHTTT)▪ Nashua Division of Public Health & 
Community Services ▪ New Hampshire Technical Institute (NHTI) ▪ NH 
BODE ▪ NH Dental Hygienists’ Association (NHDHA) ▪ NH Dental Society 
▪ NH DHHS/DPHS ▪ NH DHHS- Elderly and Adult Services ▪ NH DHHS -
Office of Minority Health and Affairs ▪ NH DHHS- WIC Program ▪ NH Kids 
Count ▪ NHOHC ▪ NH Public Health Association ▪ NH State Senator ▪ 
North Country Health Consortium ▪ Northeast Delta Dental ▪ Southern 
NH Services ▪ St. Vincent de Paul- Exeter ▪ Tower Solutions ▪ Tufts Den-
tal 

Collaborative Structure

We have selected a network model designed with NHOHC functioning as the “backbone” that can 
provide the coordination, facilitation and data support that we found critical in the planning phase.  

This “backbone” will allow us to centralize coordination and communication, while decentralizing the 
development and implementation of the vision, agenda, activity and advocacy planning.  The NHOHC 
will be the central locus of monitoring to ensure that the work of the network is completed in a timely 
and accurate way.  


